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SOAP BOX 


DERBY 


1956 





o the Champ! 


Congratulations to Larry Petersen, 13, who has won 
American Derby at Akron, O., next month! It is a great 
this year’s annual Astoria Soap Box Derby and will rep- | 
resent this community. as its champion in the AlIl- 
accomplishment. Young Larry Petersen is a boy who tried | 
last year, failed to win a heat, and then came back this 
year to capture the championship. This was perseverance | 
at its best. 

Spectators at the Derby held last Sunday report that | 
the exhibition of sportsmanship by contenders was excep- 
tional. This is good. Sportsmanship and the ability to lose | 
cheerfully are among the greatest lessons such an event 
can teach to youngsters. 


ay 


Weather: Low clouds TEUSDAY’S TIDES 
night and morning, sunny Low 3:30 a. 
afternoons today and Tues- High 9:35 a. 
day; high both days 68, low Low 3:08 p. 

Do. High 9:18 p. 





Astoria, Oregon, Wednesday, July 11, 1956 


ey Declares Water Petit 


Getting Set for Derby Day 





Putting those finishing touches on racers for the big day for for Astoria Oil company. Last year he raced for Custard King. 
Soapbox derby stars this Sunday are two veteran race car Pictured in the foreground is Larry Peterson, 13, who is also a 
drivers. The pair stopped at a local service station for on-the- second year racer. He flys the colors for Gas Heat. Last year 
spot repairs after having their cars checked out at Derby head- he raced for Brookfield, 
_ quarters, In the background is Jim Baldwin, 13, who is racing (A-B Photo) 
bE 9 LE A DARE SEAS COA A Lie eR le ce CO oto 


Jirnm Baldwin Retired Orthopedic 
Surqe@on- Pertland 
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Evening Astorian-Budget, Astoria, Oregon, Monday, July 16, 1956 
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THE BIG ONE. The crowd thrilled at the payoff, the highlight 
event of the day, when Class B champ, Eddie Hauer, left, and 
Class A champ Larry Petersen, right, wound the sixth annual As- 
toria Soapbox Derby up. A neck-and-neck heat, won by Petersen, 


climaxed the day. (A-B Photo) 
, an, ap, yy a nA an a 


ae 


championship, won his way to the finals and race against B Class 
champion Eddie Hauer. Larry Morris, who m‘ade a strong bid for 
the championship, is shown in the above photo as he is beaten out 


With this close finish Larry Petersen, the new Soapbox Derby by a ‘wheel’ ehi ! in 

ision are between the ages of 13 and 14 while B division racers 
are aged 11 through 12, Many of the boys who participated in 
Sunday’s race as A drivers have previous experience as B racers. 


length for the A ehampionship. Racers in the A div- 









ae 
Doodiebugger Johnny Laine, a Soapbox 













award in a previous race. Laine ran seyen heats due to a dead 


Derby contender familiar 
to racing fans, was edged out in the B division finals by Eddie heat and a dog on the track incident. Expectant spectators along 
Hauer inthe fastest heat of the day. In above photo Hauer’s car the finish line, mirror the excitement that was typical of the after- 
approaches the finish line. The Doodlebug won the best built car noon races. (A- B Phete) 








CLOSE ONE. Sunday’s running of the 1956 Astoria Soaphox Derby 
was marked by close heats which caused judges to huddle fre- 
quently, A typical winner “‘by a whisker’ is Dennis Smith (above) 
who is nosing out Max Bigby (A-B Photo) 









Youth Makes History 
In Race Day Feat 
By Dogs, Dead 


ree 
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(For additional story see Pg 
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1 new legend int xc 
at Willi 

Heat 
heats 
same 
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msport road ‘as 
sponsored racing car < ed him to 
all them clocked finish 
identical time—and championship of 
nnual Astoria 
Posting 
unchallenged 
on 


victory 


of line in 


1) 


poap! 


what is 


rby 
bably a record that will stand 
for many years Larry won his way to Akron 
the wings contender he faced 
was nipped at finish with a 30.4 seconds, 
the same time he clocked in his first to his last sun-glazed 
glide down Williamsport hill. . 

In notching his victory and the; 
coveted champions young 
i Petersen regained the diadem fo 
Class A racers last year when Roy 
Niemi became the Class B 
racer to ever win the finals. He 
had to turn back the determined 
bid of one of the fastest cars 
ever to run Williamport hill to gain 
his triumph. 

Fast Car 

Ed Hauer, sponsored by Hauer’s 
Cyclery, who. Petersen beat in| 
the finals, won his Class B cham- | 
pionship with what track author- 
ities say is the third fastest time 
ever run. He beat Johnny Laine,™ 
in the Doodlebug, in 30.1 seconds |’ 
to win the B division. 
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Track record in six years 
the Astorian-Budget and Lovell 
Auto company have sponsored the 
race is 29.8 seconds. 

But Larry’s classic triumph and 
young Hauer’s blazing speed were 
not thevenly thrills served up to} 
the more than 3000 spectators that 
lined the edges of Williamsport 


track. 
re eee es 


Days 
and a no! 


Dog 
Dogs, dead-heat 
but  spectacula mi 
marked the “atvernoon ol 
It was an afternoon ol 
well, As heat after heat 
down the hill names long familia 
to Soap Box Derby enthusiasts fell 
like chips from a chopping bloct 
as neweémers forged their way 
into the quarter-finals, semi-f1 
nals and finals 
The wave of upsets started early 
in the afternoon as Vernon Malen, 
drivingfor V. E. Malen, upset one 
of the.@avorites of previous years | 
Janek Sommerset. Dennis North- | ¢ 
craft, a B champion of 1954, and | 
| a haffprother of another cham 
| pion, ‘was also eliminated in an | 
early heat. 
For only the second time in six 
| years, what ‘could have been a 
serious mishap marred the event. 
| Karly in the @lass\B races two cars 
| buffeted by a streng wind collided, 
\rubbed their way across the finish | 
\line and then catapulted into the | 
railroad ties lining the track and 
jinto the spectators. Minor hurts 
was all that resulted from the 
crash . { 
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Car Sommersaults 

As the cars hit the rails one 
of them, carrying driver Brick 
Grayum, sommersaulted-and came 
{to rest on top.of him. He suffered | 
la bloody nose. The second car | 
| driven by Mike Rinell remained on lt 
lits wheels. Track officials dis- | 
qualified the. Grayum car, which | 
lwas ahead at the finish, line, and 
Rinell’s car was repaired and he} ,) 
! raced another heat and was defeat- | 
ed. Track officials, attributed the | 
mishap to the strong downhill wind / : 
which made the cars difficult to | 
control. J 
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Laine Jinxed Twice 

Twice dogs hampered drivers on 
the downhill glide. Only one of 
these races had to be re-run, how- 
ever. Ironically the dog-on-the | 
track incidents occurred during 
races run by the same drivers. 
Johnny Laine and Joe Schoelein 
were the dog-hampered drivers, 
Laine finally won and went on to 
the semi-finals in his dividision. 

Another re-run came when 
| faulty start hampered the race 
| between Lynn Menick and Jim 
| Baldwin. Menick woh the second 
|time. The first dead heat involved 
| cars driven by Dennis Smith and 
| Max Bigby and Bigby won the sec- 
ond try. The second dead heat in- 
|volved Johnny Gaine and Tom 
| Utti. Laine again won the re-run. 
Laine »posted a record of sorts | 
as well for his Sunday efforts. He 
actually racededown Williamsport 
| hill seven tirllés during the after- 
}noon dye to dags and dead heats, 
| Champion Petersen won his way 
|to the finals over a list of rougt 
contenders, In his first heat he 
+beat Paul Buckman and then in 
|Yapid order he took the measure 
| of Larry. Grey, Lonnie Taylor, 
|Clayton Smethurst, Larry Morris 
}and finally, in the championship, 
Ed Hauer. 

B champion Eddie ‘Hauer lit. | 
terally burned up the track as he 
earned, his. erack at the cham- 
pionship. In his first heat he 


(Continued on Page Two) | 











EVERYONE WINS. Derby Director Howard 
Hedrick, right, is presenting one of the countless 
awards made Sunday to participants in the 


derby. Each participant received an award after 


being eliminated. Runner-up Hauer, whose father 
operates a bicycle shop, won second prize—a 


new bike. 


(A-B Photo) 
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THE CHAMP. Encircled by well-wishers, 1956 Soapbox Derhy 
champion Larry Petersen (insert) appears a bit dazed as his win- 
‘ning Gas Heat racer is hoisted into view of the crowd, Champion 
Petersen won trip to Akron, Ohio, later in summer where he will 
vie with other winners in Al erican Soapbox Derby. 


# Ce 





The Astorian-Budget gleaming black racer is 
loaded into a pickup truck by John Kilpack, of 
Lovell’s auto agency, who drove it to Portland, 
and Larry Peterson, champion of the Astoria 
»Soap Box derby. The trim, speedy car, resplend- 
ent in its new coat of paint, was crated in Port- 


jand and shipped to Akron, Ohio for the nationai 
Soap Box derby, Sunday, August 12. Philippa 
Seabrook, who will represent the Astorian-Budg- 
ef and accompany Champ Peterson on his trip 


to Akron, admires the “black jet.” 
~ (A-B Photo) 
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kron Rendezvous 


‘Admiral’ Larry Petersen. Astoria’s Soap Box 
Derby champ, gets his corin ion as an admir- 


mu , al of the 36th annual Astoria Regatta before 


# shoving off for Akron and @ ehance at national 
glory in the Soap Box Derby finals, He is shown 
above receiving his comm ion as a Regatta 


admiral from William Holmstrom, past presi- 
dent of the Astoria) Regatta association. Pic- 
tured above left to right are William Holmstrom, 
Admiral Larry Petersen and Mrs. Philjppa Sea 
brook, A-B Social Editor, who accompanies the 
boy to Akron. (A-B Photo) 
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"Admiral 
Sets Sail 
For Victory 


‘Admiral’ Larry Petersen, re- 
splendent in the new garb of an 
honorary admiral of the 36th an- 
nual Astoria Regatta, cast-off today 
for the Soap Box racing wars in 
Akron, Ohio, August 12, bound that 
he would at least bring home a first 


heat victory for Astoria. 

If he does he will be the first @ 
six local champions to post an ini- 
tial victory in the internationg! 
classic. 


Young Larry, who won his way to 
Akron with a consistent victory in 
six heats at Astoroia in July, look- 
ed every inch an admiral in his 
white cap, blue coat, shoulder patcl 
znd duck trousers with black shoes. 7 
On arrival in Akron, Admiral Larry 
will wear his uniform to publicizé 
the 36th annual Astoria water fes- 
tival. 

The Astoria Soap Box Derby ent- 
rant left the city by car about 11} 
a. m. with his chaperones. They 
will join other Soap Box Derby win- 
rers from throughout the northwest | 
in Portland and leave via the Great, 
Northern Vista Dome car for Akro 
later today. 

Among those with whom Larry | 
will be traveling will be Rogeg 
Adams, former resident here, who | 
was the winner of the Portland 
derby this year, Adams was a semi* 
finalist here two years ago. 

Larry is accompanied to Akron 
by Mrs. Philippa Seabrook, A-B 
Social Editor. They will retur 
home by girpl. 








ror Jnited Air Lines 
Capt. H. T. Halvorsen of the Uni Li 
tion of the cockpit instruments on the DC-7 pl 


explains the opera- 
ane to Larry Peter- 





ia § e y che ; the start of his non-stop 

, Astoria Soap Box Derby champ, at t of } non 
viche teat Chicads to Portland Wednesday, afte two ey spent 
in “Detroit after the derby and one day in Chicago, on sig seeing 


tours. 


soap Box Report: All J 


Ne The young Astorian, thrilled with 
A-B Staff Writer hi train ride, spent the afternoon 
ABOARD TRAIN, PASCO, Wash. watching the spectacular scenery, 
Special)—Larry Petersen, Astor- | He ig aie poe of the Port- 
; a “ac 7 -gatta, water- 
NACE TES a Soap Box Derby eae cht club regatte é 
las 13-year-old i iGo es ce falls on the Oregon side of the | 
( ome, rode a Northern Pacific Columbia, the Celilo fis hing 
vista-dome train up the Columbia ' grounds, and big dams under con- 
river gorge Monday afternoon. struction at The’ Dalles and Mc- 
Starting his trip to Akron, 0., and | Nary dam site, 


Aboard 


By PHILIPPA SEABROOK the All-American Soap Box Derby. 
| 
| 
/ 


Larry had dinner on the diner 
with David Hancock, Vancouver, 
Soap Box Derby champ 

who is riding the Same train to 
Akron, and they compared notes 


| on their respective home-town race - 


| triumphs, 


| Today the train passes through 
ithe Rocky mountains and Larry 
|has more scener y to watch, after a 
[night in a Pullman berth, 
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Soap Box Aspirant Larry Peterson, Astoria’s entry in the annual 
international race, is pictured above in Akron just prior to racing 
time. His car is being weighed in on the official derby scales. Lar- 
ry made a valiant bid, but was_eliminated on the first in the Akron 
race. A Rochester, New York boy took home the championship. 
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Astorian in Derby 


By Philippa Seabrook a y¢ar ago in the Rochester Derby, 
A-B Staff Writer but returned to make it to Akror, 
DERBY DOWNS. Akron. 0. /4his year and go on to the cham- 
E INS ei asia 
jpecial)—Larry Peterse Astor- piogsn! 
Pe ae eee ret afisto Lando Flake, Daytona Beach, 










ia’s Soap Box Derby champon; 








Fla., Was second, winning a $4000 
failed to win his first heat in the scholarship, and Wayne Ford, Long | 
All-American Soap Box Derby be- Beach, Calif., took third and 9 






fore 65,000 sepctators here Sunday | $3000; Scholarship. 






but, like other Astoria champs be Li TY Petersen from Astoria lost 
Pore him, he enjoyed every second out ia his first heat to Robert Earp, 
of he Bg Tae, ee eee 
Watters ene Rctaioaan paige cor Dale Benson, War-< 
er an afternoon of thrilling races, | 82, aie ix Bic Shectsela 
winning “2. $5000" college schalar- Earp won his second heat, but | 
ship. ; was nosed out in the third heat by 
Florida Boy Second . _|the champion’ from Atlanta, Ga. 
It was the second consecutive The Derby was a_tremendous¢ 
year that a Rochester boy won the spectacle. Thirty high school bands 
All-American Derby. and many marching ind drill units 
Norman Westfall was nosed OUt | performed before the huge crowd. ' 
%—, ~ | led by a Marine Corps color guard 
. jand navy band. 
| Joe E.. Brown, famed movie* 
| comedian, won the. annual “‘oil| 
}can” trophy race from Roy Rog- 
}ers and Snooky Lanson. 
\fter the race, the huge Good-} 
year gymnasium in Akron was the 
'/ scene of the annual awards pre 
sentation, with thousands of par- | 
}ents and press escorts joining the} 
| champions 
Other Boys Do Well 
A stage spectacle was presented 
at this awards banquet, and prizes 
were given to the champion ané 
runners-up. 
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Two of Larry Petersen’s train 
pals from the northwest with” 
'whom he came to Akron, captured 
honors in the Derby. David Han-| 
cock of Vancouver, Wash., won his 
first two heats, while Bobby 
Booth of Tacoma also won two 
heats and a trophy from the Chev- 
rolet division “of General Motor 
for the best*designed car 


Larry and his friends from the 
northwest left by plane Monda} 
iorning for |] 


; 


Jetroit and two days 
of tours and 
home. 


y ay ea, an 


fun before coming | 





MARTHA DIETZ — Advertising & Publicity Director 


WAbash 2-4400, Ext. 226 and 227 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


Box Derby Winners, Larry Petersen, Astoria, Oregon; Dave 


cock, Vancouver, Washington; and Bobby Booth, Tacoma, Washi 


to right) stopped for a visit at the Conrad Hilton hotel, Chicago, 


before going on to Akron, Ohio to compete in the All-American Championship 


Soap Box Derby. The winner of this championship 


7 : RIP AND 
lerby receives a $15,000 


scholarship as a prize. They are shown with Dennis Arnold & Marji, the 
fastest spinning team on ice, who si 


are featured in t 


ice show, "Wonderful Time", 
"wD ay 


SEND TEAR SHEET IF PICTURE PRINTS......THANK YOU! 
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WEDNESDAY, August 8 -- 


19TH ALL-AMERICAN SOAP BOX DERBY 


CHAMPIONS' PROGRAM 


August 8 - 12, 1956 


NO activities scheduled, 


THURSDAY, August 9 -- 


"Welcome Champions" Band will greet all arrivals. 


Champions register at Sheraton-Mayflower Hotel. Receive hats, shirts, 
Levis, badges and program ... then transported to Derbytown for noon 


lunch. Champions in Camp all day. 


Parents and Newspapermen may visit Derbytown during afternoon. 
3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 


Afternoon program: Swimming, baseball, boating, etc. 
Evening program: Water sports, music, songs, etc. 


Lights out at 10 p.m. 


FRIDAY, August 10 -- 


Breakfast, 


ALL Champions to TOPSIDE, Derby Downs, for full day of Safety Test 
Runs, 


Derbytown not open to visitors. 

Lunch at track, 

Champions return to Derbytown; dinner, 
Evening fun program and entertainment. 


Lights out at 10 p.m, 


SATURDAY, August 11 -- 


Breakfast. 


10:00-10:30 - Recreation frolic and Science Show by B. F. Goodrich 
scientists. 


W. E. Fish, Chevrolet's General Sales Manager, will personally award 
each Champion his Elgin sweep-second-hand Soap Box Derby wrist watch. 


(more) 


19th All-American Soap Box Derby 
Champions' Program - (continued) 


Rap RORY, August 11 -- (Continued) 


Executives of Akron industry will serve lunch to the Champions, 


Champions are guests of Portage Lakes Motor Boating Ass'n, at 
Sandy Beach Park. 


Dinner. 
Big surprise after-dinner evening program. 
Derbytown Visiting Hours - 12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 


Lights out at 9:45 p.m. 


UNDAY, August 12 -- 


Breakfast. 
Church Services. 


Early Lunch, Leave for Derby Downs. (All Champions in OF FICIAL 
racing shirts, racing helmets, white trousers). 


Participate in Pre-Race Parade, carrying City flag. 
Participate in 19th All-American Soap Box Derby. 


Champions return to Derbytown after race, then to Goodyear Gymnasium for 
"Banquet of Champions". 


No Visitors at Derbytown. 


Champions wishing to leave immediately AF TER the banquet may do so, 
while Champions remaining Sunday night are returned to Derbytown. 


MONDAY, August 13 -- 


Bus brings all Champions to Sheraton-Mayflower Hotel immediately after 
breakfast. 


aoao asec 


NOTE: ALL CHAMPIONS ARE REQUESTED TO KEEP CLOSE CHECK ON ALL 


PERSONAL BELONGINGS! WEAR YOUR NEW WRIST WATCH...DON'T 
LOSE IT, WHEN LEAVING CAMP MAKE CERTAIN THAT YOU HAVE 
NOT FORGOTTEN ANYTHING!!! 


ALL PHASES OF THE ALL-AMERICAN SOAP BOX DERBY START PROMPTLY 
WHEN SCHEDULED,,...PLEASE BE PROMPT,...,BE ALERT.....BE 
CAREFUL,....PLAY SAFELY! 


REMEMBER AN ACCIDENT IS SOMEBODY'S FAULT! 


All-American Soap Box Derby, Inc. 


Page 2. 
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THE ALL-AMERICAN 











Home Town Preparations 
Explain this to your LOCAL champion BEFORE 


he comes to the All-American 


[a) CHANGES PROHIBITED.—No changes in design or construction may be made in a 
Champion’s car after the local race and before the All-American at Akron, Ohio. (This rule 


is not intended to prohibit a Champion from repairing any damage to his car, or tuning or 
tightening it, in preparation for the All-American.) 


[b] DISPLAY OF CAR.—Provision will be made by each co-sponsoring newspaper to 
display or store its Champion’s car until its shipment to Akron, in order to prevent con- 
struction changes that might disqualify it at the All-American. 


[e] LETTERING ON CARS.—Before being shipped to Akron, each car in the All- 
American shall be lettered on both sides with the name of its race sponsor and its city. 
No other lettering or insignia will be permitted. A professional sign artist may be employed 
to letter the car. If sponsor is not a newspaper, then the city name is applied with spon- 
soring group’s name in smaller lettering below. 


[d] SHIPPING. 


[1] CHAMPIONS’ CARS SHIPPED TO AKRON MUST BE SHIPPED 
WITH THE WINNING WHEELS MOUNTED ON THE AXLES. IF 
THIS RULE IS VIOLATED, THE CAR MUST RACE ON NEW 
WHEELS WHICH WILL BE PROVIDED BY THE INSPECTION 
COMMITTEE AT NO COST. 


[2] Do not ship cars C.O.D. 
[e]) CHAMPION’S DUTIES.—Each Champion must bring to Akron a record sheet listing 


every part and piece of material used in the car, together with the cost of each item. 
He must also bring signed affidavit that he built the car. (See Akron envelope.) 


Procedure at Derby Downs 
[a] INSPECTION. 
[1] Each car in the All-American will be closely examined by the Inspection Com" 


mittee, before the test runs. The committee may disqualify a car violating any of the 
rules, or require that the necessary corrections be made by the boy himself. 


[2] Drivers may be called before the Inspection Committee and required to answer any 
questions pertaining to the construction or cost of their racers that a boy capable of 
building a Soap Box Derby car should be able to answer. Parents or escorts also may be 


asked to be present, if necessary. THE BOY WHO BUILT THE CAR MUST DRIVE IT. 
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Urge your friends to attend 
the All-American Soap Box 
Derby if they can. In Akron, 
they'll see many interesting 
sights, such as this display— 
and they'll have the time of 
their lives. 





[3] Wheels and bearings on which an entry will race must be on the car at the time of 
final inspection e Each Champion must race on the wheels, bearings and axles on 
which he won his local race, except when he receives official permission to change equip- 
ment under the provisions of these rules, or should be required to change equipment as 
provided for in the next paragraph (4). ¢ No Champion shall change his running gear 
after winning his local race without permission of the All-American Inspection Com- 
mittee. ¢ After inspection, no entrant may change his wheels, axles, or bearings, either 
before or during the championship races, without the permission of the All-American 


Inspection Committee. ¢ Only wheels, axles, and bearings inspected and approved by 





the Inspection Committee may be substituted in case of damage to the original equip- 
ment. 

[4] Notice: It will be at the option of the National Contest Board to remove all original 
wheels and furnish all Champions with new Official Soap Box Derby racing wheels free 
of charge after the cars arrive at the official service pits. 


[b] REPAIRS AND CH ANGES.—Any repairs or changes in construction permitted or 
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ordered by the official committees, shall be made by the boy himself or, under his super- 
vision, by the official Soap Box Derby mechanics appointed to handle operations at the 
service pits. 
lc] SERVICE PITS.—Parents or escorts will not be permitted within the service pit area 
during the test runs or during the running of the All-American, 
ld) TEST RUN.—Every Champion will be required to make a safety test run over the 
Derby Downs course before he may race in the All-American Soap Box Derby. 
le| NOTE: After the second round heats no car will be returned to the pits unless major 
repairs are required. 
(f} SUBSTITUTE DRIVER.—Each Champion in the All-American must drive the car 
in which he won his local race. In the event of his illness, or any emergency preventing 
his competing at Akron, his race sponsor (upon notification to National Derby Headquarters) 
may name a substitute driver, but the car must be the one that won the championship in 
the city’s local race, and the combined weight of the car and substitute driver must not 
exceed the 250-pound weight limit. The substitute race driver must be in the age limit 
and should have been a contestant in the local race. 
NOTE: In case of driver substitution, the sponsor should require that a written agree- 
ment, determining the ownership of any prize or prizes won at the All-American, be 
made before the All-American by the substitute driver, the Champion, and a parent or 
euardian of each boy. In general, it is recommended that the prize, if any, should go 


to the boy who built the car. 
[g] CONDUCT OF THE RACE.—The All-American Soap Box Derby will be conducted 


in accordance with rules governing local races, and drivers will be bound by these regulations. 


fh] ENFORCEMENT OF RULES.—The decisions of the National Contest Board and 
the National Newspaper Control Committee in all matters pertaining to the interpretation 
or enforcement of the Soap Box Derby rules, and to the conduct of the race, will be final 


and binding on all persons concerned. 


[i] DISPOSITION OF CARS. 

[1] The winning car and the first four place winners at the All-American Soap Box 
Derby become the property of the All-American Soap Box Derby, Inc. 

[2] After the All-American, the champions’ cars immediately will be returned to 
the sponsor with the exception of the winning car and the first four place winners, 
the sixth, seventh, eighth and ninth place cars, and the cars winning special awards. 
[3] The sixth, seventh, eighth and ninth place cars, and the cars winning special 
awards, will be returned after they have been exhibited at Detroit or elsewhere. 


[4] Each ear, when returned to its sponsor, shall remain in the sponsor’s custody until 
September 1, 1957. 
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All champions’ cars should be shipped to the 
Rubber Bowl, Akron, Ohio. The cars must be 
shipped so as to arrive in Akron not later than 
noon, Tuesday, August 7. They will be placed 
(under guard) during the days prior to the big 
race. Inspection of the racers is also handled 
at this location. All cars shipped by express 
are carefully handled by the express company 
in Akron. The men assigned to this job have 
handled this assignment for many years, and 
every effort is made to protect the cars from 
any possible damage after they arrive in Akron. 
Do not ship cars C.O.D. 


Instructions for preparing car for shipment include: racing 
wheels must be left on car; do not ship or bring extra 
wheels; address car or crate to Rubber Bowl, All- 
American Soap Box Derby, Derby Downs, Akron, Ohio. 


es 


Colorful pre-race parade of the 1955 All-American Soap Box Derby. 


This prominent sign at Topside pays respect to all 
the dedicated sponsors of the Soap Box Derby. 


4° WIDER THAN CAR 
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Airport to Derby Downs transportation 





charges on cars flown in to Akron-Canton 
airport on commercial lines will be billed 
direct to each sponsor unless other cartage 


arrangements are made ahead of time. 


It is important that champions’ cars coming 
to Akron carry no lettering on them other 
than the name of the race sponsor and the 
city which they represent. The race sponsor’s 
or city name must be neatly lettered on each 


side of the car. 





The Soap Box Derby National Headquarters 
in Akron is at the Sheraton-Mayflower Hotel. 
Entrants in the 1956 All-American Soap Box 
Derby will be quartered in “Derbytown,” an 


“Parade of Champions” is a colorful pre-race 
pageant. It includes all local champions. 


a ; exclusive Y.M.C.A. All-American Soap Box 

SE = ia Derby camp, where they can enjoy the com- 

a e = @ {; panionship of boys from all parts of the 
mee lm UM CK ; ; 

on a es “s 4 _ country. Fifty champions’ counselors and 

i mae a = we selected dieticians help to make the week-end 





an exciting one. Special street and racing 
apparel, including special racing helmets, will 
be furnished the boys. It will not be necessary 
for them to bring helmets with them. Cham- 
pions MUST bring a pair of white duck 
trousers to wear in the race and during the 
pre-race parade. Champions are also asked to 


bring their own swimming trunks with them. 


Hotel accommodations are always at a 
premium during the All-American week-end 
in Akron. If parents or friends of entrants 


wish to attend and desire hotel reservations, 





they should be made with National Soap Box 


Eight new flagpoles are a colorful addition to the 
All-American, with their flags and pennants flying 
in the breeze. 


Derby Headquarters, Sheraton-Mayflower 
Hotel, Akron, Ohio, far in advance of August 


12 but not before July 6. 


If the newspaper escort cannot accompany the champion to and from Akron, then some 
adult must be designated to be with the city winner when he travels to and from Akron, 


and remain with him until opening of Derbytown. 
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Photographic and wire services will be avail- 
able to newspaper representatives while in 
Akron. The Press Headquarters at the hotel 
and the Press Box at Derby Downs will be 
staffed by competent newsmen for your assist- 
ance and convenience. A traffic and trans- 
portation headquarters will be available to 
service your traveling and shipping needs. 

All parents register in lobby of the Sheraton- 
Mayflower Hotel, where they receive their 
2 race tickets and their 2 banquet tickets. 
Parents cannot represent newspapers or sit in 
the Working Press Box. 

Entertainment is arranged for visiting 
mothers and sisters of entrants, and seats for 
the Banquet of Champions and the race will 
be distributed when either the mother or 
father registers in person at the Sheraton- 
Mayflower Hotel. Seats at the race and ban- 
quet are limited to two (2) for each family. 
Each newspaper is entitled to two (2) seats 
for working newspaper men in the working 
Press Box at the track. (Women, except mem- 
bers of the working press, are not permitted in 
the working section of the Press Box.) All 
other tickets for the All-American will be pur- 
chased. Net proceeds are turned over to charity. 

While the city champions are in Akron for 
the All-American, their lodging, meals, and 
entertainment will be paid for by the Chev- 
rolet Motor Division. This applies to the boys 
only. Their escorts and parents must take care 
of their own hotel expenses. 

The All-American Soap Box Derby, Inc., 
assumes expenses for the city champion from 
noon, August 9, through and including break- 
fast on Monday, August 13. Champions 
arriving before noon of August 9 and depart- 
ing after 9 a.m., August 13, will assume their 
own expenses, or make arrangements for their 


sponsoring newspaper to do so. 
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Local champions receive a royal welcome at Akron’s Sheraton- 
Mayflower Hotel, Derby Headquarters. 
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Crowd of well-wishers and parents visit Topside two days before 
the race to have a look at all the racers on display. 





Some cities prefer to have 
their champion’s car flown to 
Akron-Canton Airport. Identify 
crates with city name. 


Shipping. Express company 
handles Derby cars with care 
en route to Akron. Make sure 
the car is well crated. 


STARTING LINE 
FINISH LINE 


eS ee 
a 
a a 


1% GRADE 





Profile chart of track shows distance from start to finish—975.4 feet 
75 of these feet give ramp effect at start for a better getaway 
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DERBY DOWNS: 


The track is painted a dark green to eliminate any sun-glare. The actual racing distance 





between the starting line and the finish line measures 975.4 ft. Beyond the finish line there is 
a continuation of the paved surface which extends for another 1,200 ft., providing adequate 
space for the cars to slow down and come to a safe stop. There is a stretch of 250 ft. above 
the starting line where cars are lined up in heat formations in readiness to race. 

The service pits are located on the level paved area at Topside. Facilities include the 
finest Derby garage and service pits in the world. 

Racing cars are lowered to the starting line by car handlers with specially designed 
rubber-padded hooks which fit around the axle. Each heat leaves “Topside” in charge of 
3 car handlers and the 3 drivers. As each heat leaves the starting line, the next heat is 

TOPSIDE 
ANO PITS 


g 


G2VI a as 
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Layout and facilities of Derby Downs, Akron, Ohio. Three-deck bridge spans the track; spectators on east side 
of the course approach stands through tunnel underneath track. Insofar as possible, try imitating this layout. 


W. J. King, General Manager 
of the All-American Soap 
Box Derby draws first-round 
heats for race. City names 
are dropped in a revolving 
barrel and pulled out one at 
a time. Derby directors and 
sponsors are urged to attend 
this drawing. 
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instantly placed in position. This method eliminates lifting of the cars over chocks. 

The racers are held in position at the starting line with baffles fastened to a heavy shaft 
which is countersunk in the track. The shaft which controls the baffles is manually oper- 
ated. When the starting signal is given, the baffles drop simultaneously and the racers 
move from the starting line in an absolutely even start. The operation of this starting 
device also controls the electric timing equipment which times each heat. 

Moving down the track from the starting line, the racers travel over a stretch of more 
than 75 feet on a grade of approximately 16%. The next 530 ft. are over a grade of 6%, and 
the balance of the course to the finish line is over a 2% grade. Speeds do not exceed 28 m.p.h- 
An “electric eye” controls the special photo-finish camera located above the finish line on 
the top deck of the bridge, and the first racer over the line in each heat stops the large timing 
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Method used in lining up first heats at All-American 


Pairings remain on public display. 





Boys shown drawing paddles from Clerk of Course. 


Paddles held upside down. 


Rear view of A-B-C board showing pouch containing 


numbered cubes. 


van SESS 
SS 


— ae 


~ 


SS SSS 


SS Soke 


ros 
TSS 


EN 
oS 


So 


SSS 


Wy 


as SS SSS 


Ss 


= 


PS SS SSS SS 


= 


,o\™~ 


Se — 





Suggested Heat 


and Lane 
Drawing Methods 





A, B and C paddles are drawn by contestants 


following first heats. 





Lane drawing-board, A, B and C paddle marking 


designates boy’s position at board. 





Closeup of cube. Cubes are shuffled after each 


drawing. Three boys draw simultaneously, 





A test-run is taken by every driver on Friday 


before race to check his car. 


- ie 
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Every city champion receives a beautiful Derby 


| 


wristwatch at Derbytown, presented by W. E. Fish, 
Chevrolet's General Sales Manager. 












clock and automatically takes a picture at the 
same time. This makes it possible to take a 
photograph of each heat finish, including a 
photo-record of the time of the heat. 

The finish line area is painted a light grey, 
with graduated marking lines down to the 
actual finish line. This grey strip aids the 
photo-finish camera to easily pick up the 
figures on the strip, thereby telling in photo- 
graphic form, exactly the number of inches 
from the line where the three cars appeared 


when the winner crossed the line. 


Every hundred feet down the hill from the 
starting line, markers listing the feet from 
the starting line appear. This aids the crowd, 
bridge officials and announcers in completing 
the over-all race picture. 

A triple-decked judges’ bridge spans the 
finish line and provides adequate space for 
officials, judges, announcers, photographers, 
television and the Contest Board. Judges can 
be furnished with photographic results of 
each heat finish within two minutes after the 
heat has crossed the finish line. This eliminates 
any possibility of error in judging a heat, 
and the accurate timing clock makes it pos- 
sible to register to one-hundredth of a second. 

The entire course is bordered on each side 
by “kick-boards” (2” x 12” planks) protected 
by rubber moulding to prevent cars from 
running off the track. The large tunnel under- 
neath the track makes it possible for people 
to move from one side of the track to the 
other without crossing the racing strip. 

The stands hold 60,000 people. The modern 
press box holds many newspaper, publicity, 
TV and radio people, whose enthusiastic 
accounts have done so much to publicize the 


Derby and its opportunity for boys. 
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“Banquet of Champions” is the climax to the Soap Box Derby. It’s held in Goodyear Hall, with more than 1800 people in attendance. 
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No one is permitted on the course at Akron. Here all officials and Spectators KEEP OF F 
THE TRACK, TOO! 

If your local entry at the All-American is awarded a national prize such as (a) best 
designed car (b) best brakes (c) best constructed car (d) fastest heat or (e) best upholstered 
ear, or if he should place 1 through 9th places his car will be placed on exhibit in the 
General Motors Bldg., Detroit Mich., at the All-American Soap Box Derby winners’ show. 
All cars except that built by the first five winners will be returned express prepaid within 
6 weeks of the date of the All-American Soap Box Derby. 

As an added attraction for the physical plant at Derby Downs, 10,000 President 
Cannas, in gorgeous reds and yellows, are planted on June | each year by the Akron Park 
Commission, and by the time of the race these flowers have burst in full and beautiful bloom 
to enhance the occasion. Other items of interest and beauty at the course are: a totem pole— 
the gift of the Juneau Alaska Rotary Club—which now stands as a permanent exhibit in 
front of the facade of the Downs; and an attractive fountain, built in 1951, which is located 
between the tunnel entrance and the totem pole. 

Parking facilities opposite Derby Downs will comfortably accommodate over 50,000 
automobiles. 

The “Banquet of Champions” following the All-American race is the grand climax to 
the Soap Box Derby year. Here, all awards are made. 

In attendance are Chevrolet executives, celebrities, race sponsors, Chevrolet Dealers, 
parents and hundreds of people who worked on the All-American at Akron. 

This colorful banquet begins promptly at 7 p.m. and ends at 10 p.m., permitting many 
to avail themselves of late train and plane schedules. 

The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. gymnasium is the largest banquet room in Akron. 
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PICTURE CAPTIONS 
X 23700-746 --- Winner of the 19th All-American, Norman Westfall, 14, of 
Rochester, N. Y., hugs his trophy presented by E. N. Cole, general manager of the 
Chevrolet Motor Division. Proudly looking on are (from left) Mrs. Robert Westfall 
and two other sons, Richard, 6, and Robert, 10. Norman was the second 


All-American champ in a row from Rochester. 


X 23700-659 --- Swinging down the track at Derby Downs, the 155 champs march with 
their hometown banners in a giant parade kicking off the 19th All-American Soap Box 
Derby. Cheers from a record crowd of 65,000 drowned out the music of 26 bands in 


the line of march. 


X 23700-663 --- Comedian Joe E. Brown brings guffaws as he sits behind the wheel 
of the racer in which he won the traditional ''0il can'’ trophy. With him are (from left) 
Singer Snooky Lanson, Announcer Art Baker, Cowboy Roy Rogers and W. G. (Bill) 


Power, national advertising manager of Chevrolet, who made the award. 


X 23700-665 --- Photographers scramble for pictures as the checkered flag whips 


down on one of the heats in the All-American Soap Box Derby. 


X 23700-6788 --- Cowboy film star Roy Rogers helps cheer from losers' box amid 
youths who were eliminated in earlier heats in the All-American competition, 


cin tate 
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AKRON, Q., Aug. 12 -- Norman Westfall, slim 14-year-old who 
fought adversity with the same championship class he displayed in driving, 
today gave Rochester, N. Y., its second consecutive All-Américan Soap 
Box Derby title. 

Before a record Derby Downs crowd of 65,000, the 1i2-pounder 
nosed out the champions from Daytona Beach, Fla., and Long Beach, Calif., 
to win the 1956 All-American. In so doing, he followed in the steps of 
Richard Rohrer of Rochester, the 1955 national champion. It was Rohrer 
who edged out Westfall in 1955 to win the city title and the trip to Akron. 

Westfall worked eight hours without lunch Friday at Derby Downs 
Topside to repair his lavender car which was damaged in being shipped 
here. 

The top eh of the Derby, a $5,000 scholarship, goes to Westfall. 
The championship trophy, emblematic of the title, was awarded to the 
champion by E. N. Cole, Chevrolet generai manager. Second prize of 
$4,000 went to Lando Flake of Daytona Beach. Third and winner of a 
$3,000 scholarship wHs Wayne Ford of Long Beach, Calif., brother of the 
1953 Los Angeles champion. 

‘“T’ve been waiting four years for this,°** the excited champion said 
after the race, *‘but I was afraid I wouldn*t make it after I saw how badly 
my car was damaged.’*’ 

Ireland, represented in the Derby for the first year by Alan Murray, 
lost out in the first round. The West German youth, Jurgen Biehn, also was 
a first round loser. 

The All-American week-end was to wind up tonight with the Banquet of 
Champions at Goodyear Gymnasium with the award of nine prizes and other special 


trophies. 
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Under an ideal cloud-spottéd sky with temperatures in the mid-80's, 
Derby day activities snapped to a start with the colorful parade led by the 
crack 5l-piece United States Navy Band, a Marine color guard and the 155 
champions carrying blue city flags. The 45-unit marching column was the 
longest in Derby history. 

A crowd of 60,000 began to fill Derby Downs shortly after noon. 

Interspersed in the parade in special convertables were the four movie, 
radio and television celebrities -- Roy Rogers, Joe E. Brown, Snooky Lanson 
and Art Baker. Among spectacular marching units was the Grantham Boys 
Police Band from St. Catharines, Ontario, making its first appearance at 
Akron. 

At 1:45 following the parade, Rogers, Brown and Lanson were towed to 
the top of the hill to await Baker's starting flag for the Oil Can Trophy Race, 
piloting multi-colored, specially built Derby coasting cars. 

Brown, who was nosed out in the feature race the last time he appeared 
here in 1952, swept to victory today in his black and white barreled car. Rogers; 
despite the added weight of two guns and ammunition, finished second and Lanson 
was third. The crowd roared approval as Brown took possession of the Oil Can 
Trophy amid the hi-jinks that followed. The award was made by W. G. Power, 
Derby executive director and Chevrolet advertising manager. 

Herman Neff, Jr. of Logansport, Ind. won the first heat of the All-American, 
defeating Larry Brucker of Norwalk, O., and David Plantenga of Lafayette, Ind., 

Others eliminated in the first round were: 

Harry Whately, Lynchburg, Va., Scott Straley, Lancaster, O., Ross Haire, 
Knoxville, Tenn., Bruce Van Deusen, Hudson, N.Y., William Allman, Parkersburg, 
W. Va., John Lina, Jr., Newport News, Va., John Rife, Torrington, Wyo., Pat 
Hogan, Hamilton, O., Billy Carpenter, Jackson, Miss., Powhatan Collins, Owens- 


boro, Ky., Dan Mulligan, Wichita Falls, Tex., David Bedford, Petersburg, Va. 
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Carl Snyder, Olean, N. Y., Colin Kelly, Fairbanks, Alaska, Charles Dunavant, 
Richmond, Va., John Ungari, Spokane, Wash., Michael Metras, Woodstock, IIll., 
Lawrence Oelke, Blue Earth, Minn., Mike Anderson, Wisconsin Rapids, Wis., 
Tommy Valeson, Everett, Wash., John Myer, Marshalltown, la., Charles Jones, 
Shamokin, Pa., Neil Schneider, Elkhart, Ind., Wally Billington, Watertown,S.D. 
Ray Hokett, Seattle, Wash., Dennis Oja, Houghton, Mich., Jimmy Waldrip, 
Brrmingham, Ala., George Brimhall, Provo, Utah, Charles Conger, Miami, 
Fla., Henry Hendricks, Big Spring, Tex., Alan Murray of Ireland, Keith Vail, 
Uniontown, Pa., Gordon Rennie, Connellsville, Pa., Lionel Bylander, St. Paul, 
Minn., David Whitman, Marion, O., Bill Holder, Waco, Tex., Frank Harmon, 
© Greensboro, N.C., Richard Steenis, Harvey, Ill., Allen Huenfeld, Paragould, Akr. 
David Johnston, Butler, Pa., James Wright, Corpus Christi, Tex., Kent 
Lindon, Salem, Ore., Jack Bohan, Port Jervis, N. Y., Joseph Nuspl, Ravenna- 
Kent, O., Bob Wertman, Ashland, O., Ted Nelson, Bradford, Pa., Ronald Cimino, 
Ellwood City, Pa., Johnny Knox, Akron, O., James Henn, Springfield, Ill., Mike 
Losinske, Beloit, Wis., Larry Assenheimer, Milwaukee, Wis., Joe Scheideler, 
isa rete N. J., Fernand Libardoni, Oil City, Pa., H. Beton South, McKeesport, Pa. 
Bob Ferris, San Diego, Calif., Donald Simmons, Staunton, Va, Jimmy 
Hurd, Burlington, Vt., Tommy Clark, Jr., Asheville, N. C., Jerry Jackson, 


Muncie, Ind., Jackie L. Rodgers, Pottsville, Pa., Robert Davis, Ottumwa, Ia. 


Robert Markey, Sidney, O., Larry Hufford, Clarksburg, W. Va., Bill Olsen, 


Evansville, Ind. 
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Larry Petersen, Astoria, Ore., Dale Benson, Warsaw, Ind., Robert 
Letson, Fort Worth, Tex., Jurgen Biehn, West Germany. Bobby Disbrow, 
Sandusky, O., Jimmy McMahan, Washington, D. C., Richard Kister, Ashtabula, 
O., Arlyss Dunham, Grants Pass, Ore., Melvin Stavn, Hibbing, Minn., Wayne 
Sheesley, Elmira, N. Y., Jerome Saye, Gainesville, Ga., Richard Dunham, 
Stockton, Calif., Roger Adams, Portland, Ore., Diquel Mendes, Hartford, 

Conn., Douglas Cope, Indiana, Pa. 

Jack Howe, Bismarck, N. D., Lloyd Wirt, Wooster, O., Ronald Castleberry, 
Roswell, N. M., Norman Morrison, Mission City-Vancouver, B. C., Terry 
Stone, Oelwein, Ia., Mike Scherschligt, Sioux Falls, S. D., Austin Bowden, 

El Paso, Tex., Robert Armantrout, Lima, O., Peter Theriault, Malden, Mass., 
Mike Fletcher, Enid, Okla., Ray Carpenter, Fredericksburg, Va., William 
Gray, Decatur, Ill., Gary White, Jacksonville, I[Il. 

Phillip Wagoner, Topeka, Kans., William Clement, Cincinnati, O., 
Charles Caikoski, Conshohocken, Pa., William Winters, Lawrenceburg, Ind., 
Vern Baski, Duluth, Minn., Bert Rayborn, Bloomington, Ind., Arturo Andrews, 
Laredo, Tex., Robert Applegate, New Albany, Ind., and Robert Bean, Fargo,N.D. 

Going into the second round Herman Neff, Jr., of Logansport, Ind., 
edged C. J. Lindley of Los Angeles and Glen Pearce of St. Catharines, Ont. 

In the next heat, Don Weedon, Jr., of Austin who set the fastest time of the 
first round, outran Mike Pigott of San Antonio and Dick Crawford of Bangor, Me. 

Greg Smith of Elgin, Ill., whose arrival in Akron was delayed by illness, 

swept to his second straight victory of the day, defeating Tommy Hult of 


Cleveland and Harold Andresen of Omaha. 
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In Heat 56, Landon Flake of the speed city of Daytona Beach, nosed 
out Bruce Bradford of Kansas City and Johnny Overchuck of Tallahassee. 
The next race was a thriller with Carroll Powell of Lubbock, Tex., came 
from behind and inched out Elery Kirkman, Jr., of Bedford, Ind., Bobby 
Booth of Tacoma was third. 

Steve Cress of Fort Wayne, Ind., followed with a victory over James 
Miles of Kinston and Don Nissly of San Bernardino, Calif. 

In a near photo finish with Richard Moffitt of Davenport, David 
Chick of Manchester won Heat 57. Luther Hutchens of Winston-Salem 
was third. 

Bill King of Martins Ferry, O., followed with a win over Larry 

© Wilt of York, Pa., and Roland Tindle of Wichita. 

Trying to bring his city a second straight title, Norman Westfall 
of Rochester stepped out at the halfway mark of the next heat and defeated 
Roger Wawrzyniak of Detroit and Freddie Lennon of Sioux City. 

In the following heat, Billy McKee of Terre Haute gained at the half- 
way mark to beat Charles O'Neal of St. Louis and William Miller of Fulton, 
N. Y. 

Johnny Harris of Atlanta, Ga., won Heat 63 by two car lengths, over 
Pierre Dillman of Indianapolis and Larry Ahlgrim of Gary. 

Bobby Earp of Anderson, Ind., came back with a half-car length 
victory over George Newman, Jr., of Warren, Pa., and Jeffrey Jernigan of 
Sarasota. 

© | Tony Christlieb of San Francisco built up a comfortable margin, 
defeating Alan Strauss of Madison and Phillip Barela of Albuquerque. 
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In a tight finish, Billy Blair of Baltimore won in the next race. 

Behind him were Jerry Reid of South Bend and Otto Potier of New Orleans. 

The Vancouver,-Wash., champ, David Hancock defeated Wilson Emmons 
of Buffalo and Ronald Winans of Kalamazoo. 

In a closely watched race between two favorites, Wayne Ford of 
Long Beach beat David Nickels of Flint, Mich., by two lengths. Jim Rinehart 
of Roanoke was third. 

The last two heats in the second round were two-car contests. 

In the first, Val Hawkins of Charlotte picked up a lead at the halfway 

mark and defeated Paul Skabo of Minot, N. D. In the other, Darryl Miller 

of Tucson pulled away in the last 50 feet and beat William Watson, Jr., of 
© Janesville. 

The race boiled down to nine two-car heats which began with 
Herman Neff, Jr., of Logansport, Ind., winning over speed king Weedon 
of Austin. Landon Flake of Daytona Beach won over Greg Smith of Elgin. 

In a stretch finish, Steve Cress of Ft. Wayne, ina black car, 
pulled away from Caroll Powell of Lubbock, Tex., and won. 

Bill King of Martins Ferry drove his black and gold car toa decisive 
win over David Chick of Manchester, N. H.. After running neck and neck 
with Billy McKee of Terre Haute at the beginning, Norman Westfall of 
Rochester ran away to win in his lavender car. 

As the field narrowed down, Johnny Harris of Atlanta took the next 


heat by four car lengths over Bobby Earp of Anderson. 
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Heat 77 brought together speedsters from the east and the west 


with Tony Christlieb representing San Fancisco rang upa car length victory 
over Billy Blair of Baltimore. 

Two boys weighing less than 100 pounds each battled it out in the next 
race. Wayne Ford, of Long Beach in his ‘*Black Star’’ car beat David 
Hancock of Vancouver, Wash. 

Val Hawkins of Charlotte defeated Darryl Miller of Tucson in the 
final race of the round. Robert Booth of Tacoma who was forced from his 
lane by another car in an earlier heat was permitted to run in this heat 
and came in third. 

The field was boiled down to nine boys at the conclusion of the 

© round with three heats coming up to determine the first nine winners. 
Landon Flake of Daytona Beach won the first three-car heat of the round. 
Norman Westfall of Rochester won the second race and Wayne Ford of 
Long Beach took the third, gaining places in the national championship heat. 

Seventh, eighth and ninth places of the 1956 All-American were 
determined in the ensuing race. Sixty-pound Johnny Harris of Atlanta, 
driving a yellow car, won by three-quarters of a car length to take seventh 
national prize. Eighth place went to Val Hawkins of Charlotte, N. C., and 
ninth to Steve Cress of Fort Wayne. 

The day’s semi-final pitted Herman Neff of Logansport, Bill King of 
Martins Ferry and Tony Christlieb of San Francisco in a duel for fourth, fifth 
and sixth places. Ina blanket finish, King swept across the line to take fourth 


national prize , followed by Neff and Christlieb, fifth and sixth, respectively. 
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Westfall, a four-year Derby veteran, winning the championship race 
by less than a car nose, brought Rochester its second consecutive All- 
American title. Landon Flake of Daytona Beach took second and Wayne 
Ford of Long Beach third. Less than a car length separated all three 


racers in the day's most thrilling match. 
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After 50 years, Soap Box Derby champ watc 


RY years ago, 3,000 people lined up at 
& Williamsport Road to watch Astoria res- 
ident Larry Petersen speed down the hill and 
past the finish line in a soapbox car he built, 
landing him a spot in the All-American 
championship. 

Among cars sponsored by businesses like 
Custard King, Hauer’s Cyclery and Astoria 
Oil, Petersen, 13-years-old at the time and fly- 
ing the colors for Gas Heat, was one of many 
young racers trying for the local title in 1956. 
He won six heats with identical, near-record 
finish times of 30.4 seconds. 

And though he didn’t do as well at the All- 
American Soap Box Derby in Akron, Ohio, 
he had plenty of fun traveling by limousine, 
visiting the Conrad Hilton hotel in Chicago, 
attending a baseball game, touring the Muse- 
um of Science and Industry and bonding with 
other boys at the lakeshore Derbytown camp. 

“Tt was a lot of excitement,” Petersen said. 
“They put you right up on a pedestal. What 
they did for us, I just can’t believe it. 

Astoria’s Soapbox Derby is no longer, but 
it enjoyed plenty of praise in its heyday, he said. 

“Tt was huge for Astoria,” Petersen said 
recently, sitting on the deck behind his home. 

Built in the *20s, the house sits about five 
blocks from where he grew up on Duane 
Street, selling newspapers marked up a few 
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cents to sailors on the 
streets of downtown 
Astoria. He later worked 
a paper route, and by age 
15, he was working in 
local canneries. 

Since then, he’s wit- 
nessed some major 
changes to the area and 
contributed to a few of 
them. 

Now a home inspec- 
tor certified in dry rot 
and structural pest control, Petersen works 
with his wife, Jeanie, whom he met at Asto- 
ria High School. 

“T started taking her out as a junior,” he 
said. “We’ve been going out ever since.” 

But one of his earliest jobs was develop- 
ing plans for the Astoria Bridge, which he 





A page from Larry Petersen's scrapbook on the Astoria Soap- | 
box Derby, which he won in 1956. 


es Astoria’s climb back uphill 
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spent four years working on for the state 
highway division. Petersen dedicated the 
bridge 40 years ago as one of two chairmen 
at the annual Astoria Regatta, but he didn’t 
stay in the business because he wasn’t inter- 
ested in a job requiring that much travel. 





KARA HANSEN — The Daily Astorian 
| Larry Petersen sits at his Astoria home 50 years after he won the once-annual Soap- 
See PETERSEN, Page 12 | box Derby, which was attended by thousands in its heyday. 











Submitted photo 
Astoria resident Larry Petersen, who at 13 years old was the city’s sixth 
and perhaps last Soap Box Derby champion. 


Petersen: ‘Astoria’s booming’ 


Continued from Page 1 


He raised his two children, Scott, 
who lives in Beaverton, and Kari, a 
resident of Issaquah, Wash., here. 
And at age 64, he now spends his 
spare time golfing, fixing up old 
houses and cycling, a hobby that 
often takes him to the Riverwalk, 
which he credits as one of many 
developments having raised Astoria 
from an economic downswing. 

“T always knew it would bounce 
back,” he said. “Astoria’s booming 
right now.” 

Petersen doesn’t know what hap- 
pened to the city’s annual Soapbox 


Derby, which had been sponsored 
by the Astorian Budget (now The 
Daily Astorian) and Lovell Auto 
company for six years when he land- 
ed the champion’s trophy. 

He also doesn’t know what hap- 
pened to his soapbox car. A cousin 
sold it to the grocery store in Cannon 
Beach, and it has since disappeared. 

But that doesn’t tarnish his recol- 
lections of speeding down 
Williamsport Hill at 20 to 30 miles 
per hour. 

“That was a fun time of our lives,” 
he said. “We still talk about the old 
memories of the Soapbox Derby.” 

— Kara Hansen 
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